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I’m Annabel and I’m looking to work in 
sports management. Do you think I would 
be able to connect with you over e-mail?” 
To my utter relief, his answer was “yes”, 
and someone took me aside and gave me 
his details on a piece of paper.

I didn’t end up working in sports 
management, however I did manage to 
have a meeting with someone at Excel 
Sports and even sought advice from 
their team when I was on-air talent for 
Golf Channel. The point is, this is what 
networking looked like in 2011 – if you 
were brave enough!

Thankfully things have changed 
considerably and now it is easier than 
ever to make business connections and 
speak with leaders of industry. The 

concept of business golf networking 
on a highly organised level, such as 
with Emajin Golf, is a relatively new 
phenomenon. Only since the rise of 
digital marketing has networking been 
more accessible through online sites 
such as LinkedIn for recruiting and 
Business Network International (BNI) 
for traditional business networking. 
Specifically, ‘golf’ networking is what 
Emajin Golf specialises in and it is 
gaining rapid momentum.

Business development relies heavily 
on networking, and golf is a great place 
to connect people and facilitate real and 
open conversations. It is likely that at 
some stage most of us have faced the 
awkwardness of a forced coffee after a 
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Networking Nous
The worlds of golf and business have never displayed such close ties

I T WAS the 2011 men’s Australian 
Open at The Lakes and Tiger Woods 
was playing. The crowds were huge, 

with swarms of fans hoping to get a 
glimpse of the world’s greatest golfer.

With a business degree majoring in 
sports management, I had often thought 
of working in the sports management 
industry. I thought, Who better to know 
than Tiger’s manager, Mark Steinberg? 
So I had to find a moment, in front of all 
the crowds and chaos, to try to meet Mark 
and “network”. There was finally a gap for 
me to squeeze by dozens of fully grown 
men to approach Steinberg as he stood 
next to Tiger as he signed autographs.

In a very public moment, it took all my 
courage to get the words out: “Hi Mark, 
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BY ANNABEL ROLLEY

cold call in an attempt to network. The 
concept of meeting strangers for work 
purposes is uncomfortable for most 
people. I shouldn’t generalise too much, 
as there are certain types of people who 
are far more confident in this area and 
in fact thrive on personal networking. 
Whether you love it or loathe it, the 
simple fact is, networking with strangers 
in the traditional sense is largely 
based on serendipity, which causes its 
effectiveness to vary greatly. Emajin Golf 
is positioned to reinvent the networking 
space using golf as the linchpin.

Raj Narayan is the founder and chief 
executive of Emajin Golf. Narayan has 
held several senior corporate roles 
in finance and banking. She also has 
extensive experience in golf governance, 
as a member of the Board Advisory 
Committee at Golf NSW and as a past 
women’s captain and board member at a 
top-rated golf club in Sydney.

“In a highly digital world with 
an increasingly remote workforce, 
networking bridges the gap by 
bringing people together in a business 
environment,” she says. “Building 
professional networks are linked to 
more job opportunities, broader and 
deeper knowledge, increased capacity 
for innovation, faster advancement 
and greater authority in your field of 
expertise.”

It has been extensively reported that 
achieving high-quality work and a 
sense of fulfillment are also enhanced 

by building and nurturing professional 
relationships. Narayan asserts that 
formalised networks, such as Emajin 
Golf, are “designed to facilitate strong 
business connections made in an 
unforced and relaxed environment. 
This fosters collaborative interactions, 
provides network infrastructure and 
brings people together to build golf/
business communities.” As a result, 
they are “obviating burdensome and 
outdated matrix structures, facilitating 
the creation and sharing of information 
and knowledge, and clearing the way 
for building better and more personal 
relationships among members”.

Another financial benefit is that by 
connecting people who share interests, 
knowledge and personal social networks, 
the search and co-ordination costs 
associated with collaboration within and 
outside companies are decreased. It has 
been said that to build a viable network, 

you must engage in activities that 
connect you with diverse others.  
Enter golf!

“Networking that is based on shared 
interests will feel more genuine and 
meaningful and is also likely to result in 
relationships that are more authentic,” 
Narayan says.

Lucky for us as golfers, our sport 
provides a rather unique platform for 
networking. Golf is unlike almost every 
other sport in that it brings people 
together in an organic way and provides 
an opportunistic environment that is 
perfectly fitted to business networking. It 
has long been known that golf has been 
the catalyst of many a business deal or 
introduction for businesspeople, but it 
is only recently – with the introduction 
of Emajin Golf and its formal structure 
– that networking has become a smooth 
and seamless operation… for anyone in 
business who can swing a club. 

NETWORKING WITH STRANGERS IN THE 
TRADITIONAL SENSE IS LARGELY BASED 
ON SERENDIPITY, WHICH CAUSES ITS 
EFFECTIVENESS TO VARY GREATLY

HOW DOES EMAJIN BUSINESS CLUB WORK?
The Emajin Business Club and its networking events provide opportunities 
for business professionals and entrepreneurs to interact with each other in a 
relaxed and friendly environment. As well as providing learning and growth 
opportunities for its members, their events feature senior and high-calibre 
keynote speakers.

The Emajin Business Club is home to a group of like-minded entrepreneurs, 
executives and business professionals who are eager to establish business 
relationships on the greens. With their networking activities, you get all the 
benefits of having a regular club, along with the chance to play at some of the 
best courses across the country and enter competitions.

A Golf Australia handicap can also be obtained through Emajin Golf without 
committing to a single club location. Members of Emajin can play courses that 
are usually inaccessible to non-members, including The Lakes, New South 
Wales, Kingston Heath, Royal Adelaide and Brookwater. Another huge benefit 
is that Emajin has PGA professionals on hand to play holes with groups and to 
provide instruction at all their events. Networking options include golf clinics 
plus nine or 18-hole options to ensure players of all skill levels can participate.
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RAJ NARAYAN – FOUNDER AND 
CHIEF EXECUTIVE, EMAJIN GOLF

“In a highly digital world with an 
increasingly remote workforce, 
networking bridges the gap by bring 
people together. At Emajin, our goal is 
to use golf as a vehicle to build strong 
business connections. Networking that is 
based on shared interests will feel more 
genuine and meaningful and is also likely 
to result in relationships that are more 
authentic.

“We are an inclusive community, 
welcoming players of all skill levels from 
proficient golfers to complete beginners. 
We are lucky to have an amazing group 
of individuals who form our member 
base. And we are looking to grow and 
strengthen this community even further 
in 2023.”

CRAIG FORMAN – CHIEF 
EXECUTIVE, CANE FINANCIAL 
(EMAJIN BUSINESS CLUB 
MEMBER)

“Golf encapsulates so many important life 
and business skills, including patience, 
resilience, respect and ethics. Spending 
time with a colleague, referral partners 
or potential clients on the golf course is 
unique as it provides an opportunity to 
really get to know them, while enjoying 

the fresh air and nature together.
“Emajin Golf provides an incredible 

opportunity to mix business with 
pleasure. Their networking and golf 
days have excellent speakers on relevant 
topics which always inspire and 
stimulate discussion.

“For us, Emajin Business Club has 
helped strengthen our business 
relationships and ultimately grow our 
business.”

SAMANTHA LEWIS – PRINCIPAL 
DIRECTOR, LEWIS FAMILY 
LAWYERS (EMAJIN BUSINESS 
CLUB MEMBER)

“My membership with Emajin Golf has 
given me the opportunity to hear and 
get access to top-level executives from 
national corporations about key issues 
in business. With the backdrop of 
exclusive golf courses in Australia, it’s 
been a great way to not only enjoy my 
passion for golf but expand my business 
network and potential opportunities.”

LASANKA PERERA, CO-
FOUNDER AND CHIEF EXECUTIVE, 
INDEPENDENT RESERVE (EMAJIN 
BUSINESS CLUB MEMBER AND 
MEMBER OF KILLARA GOLF CLUB)

“My team and I had a great experience 

playing an amazing course, meeting 
clients and talking business. Raj and the 
Emajin team have created an incredible 
business that mixes passion and 
profession to perfection. I’m absolutely 
loving Emajin Golf – bring on the next 
event!”

JOHN MATTICK, AO
“I had the opportunity to present at the 
Health Industry Networking Day at 
Emajin Golf. I think Emajin is a fabulous 
concept that facilitates new connections 
and relationships forged on the golf course 
that lead to business growth. Emajin’s 
events are exceptionally enjoyable, well-
organised and run so that members get 
maximum benefit from the network.”

PETER GOULD –  
CHIEF EXECUTIVE, GOULD STUDIO 
AND OKAY BEARS NFT

“Raj and the Emajin team have cultivated 
an incredible network of professionals 
across many sectors. I was kindly asked 
to present at one of their events and 
was impressed with the calibre of the 
attendees and quality of the entire 
experience. I highly recommend it.” 

• For more information, visit emajin.golf/
networking

They said it

PREDATOR MOTORCYCLE BATTERIES

AVAILABLE FROM R&J BATTERIES BRANCHES & DISTRIBUTORS AROUND AUSTRALIA

//  1300 769 282
//  www.rjbatt.com.au

• Superior starting power

• Sizes to suit all old & new road,  
sport, cruising & dirt bikes

• Dependable performance 

• AGM & Conventional  
battery models

• Proven reliability

• Quality design & manufacture

PREDATOR 
PREMIUM GOLF 
CART BATTERIES

• Thicker plates for longer life and greater 
durability

• Optimised for high cycle motive 
applications

• Higher capacity to go the distance

• Cap design reduces water consumption

• High conductivity terminals

AVAILABLE FROM R&J BATTERIES BRANCHES & DISTRIBUTORS

  1300 769 282   www.rjbatt.com.au    RJBatteries

AVAILABLE IN: GC2-DT126-240,  
GC8-DT876-170 & GC12-DT1275-150


